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Lecture outline: Four Puzzles
for Discussion

e What is Latin America? |

* Why is Latin America
peaceful but violent?

* Why is Latin America so
wealthy and poor?

* Why Latin America
represents so much
potential, but also risk?




Puzzle 1:
What is
Latin
America?

* Geography
* Territory

* Set of countries

El mapa politico de América Latina
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Puzzle 1: What is « Territorial border
Latin America? » Borderline between legality and illegality




* Complex borders
* Historically fluid

Puzzle 1: What is » Porous

Latin America? * Evolving
Images: NASA Earth Observatory




Puzzle 1:
Not all you
seeina
map is Latin
America

VENEZUELA SURINAME
GUYANA //(QCAYENNE

COLOMBIA FRENCH GUIANA
(FRANCE)

BRAZIL

© Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.




Puzzle 1:
What is Latin
America?

* Transnational history
* Pre-Hispanic civilizations
e Common colonial heritage

e Similar path towards
independence

WHAT IS IT?

Uti Possidetis Juris is a
customary doctrine in
international law that requires
emerging states to
presumptively inherit their pre-
independence boundaries.
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Maps
1. Region What two European countries held the lomest colonial empires in Latin America in 18007

o
2. Region Comparing the two maps, which independent countries had emerged by 1830 from
Spanish territory in the Americas?




Puzzle 1
What is Latin
America?

Transnational movements: society and
demographics

* Demographically heterogenous

* Marked by historical diasporas:
European, Japanese

e Shaped by immigrants and
emigrants

Source: Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean
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Intra-regional migration in Latin
America

Source: International Migration Institute and UNHCR

. ;
Venezuela's sprawling LatAm exodus
ORGSR . . - aaerpa Which Latin American countries are home to the most Venezuelan
e migrants and refugees?
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Subscribe to our global politics newsletter Signal at gzeromedia.com
Source: UNHCR
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Puzzle 1: What is
Latin America?

Latin America as an idea and a political community

e Conceived by people who perceive themselves
as part of a collective group

* [tis notsimply restricted to nations, it is a
supranational movement

e Common ideas:
« Bolivarianism
* Republicanism
e Anti-colonialism
e Anti-imperialism
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Puzzle 2:
Peaceful but
Violent

Source: Global Peace Index 2024,
Institute of Economics and Peace

Negative peace:

e No war between
neighboring states

* Low levels of inter-
state conflict

* Few border disputes
are militarized

* Military budgets are
relatively low
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* Nuclear, biological and
chemical weapons are
banned by treaty

e Third-party mediation and
electoral monitoring are
common

Map: Economist 2024

Images: OPANAL 1968, OAS mission in Bolivia 2024



Puzzle 2:
Peaceful

but Violent
Wars Gudernational)

Why no inter-state
militarized violence? v than onc year s

1847-1848  Mexican War
1864-1870  Paraguay War
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Puzzle 2:
Peaceful but
Violent

Domestic and political violence

* Coups

Insurgency

Revolution
* Social revolutions
* Land reform (peasants)

-

Regional rebellion 3 e T L TN A
STl el o QORI i, ENEZ
. _ i N
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Caudillo wars




Puzzie 2
Latin
America:
Peaceful

but Violent

Source: “Global
Study on
Homicide,” UN
Office on Drugs
and Crime, 2019;
Economist 2024

A deficit of justice
Rates per 100,000 people, 2021 or latest available

M Victims of intentional homicide
Judges or magistrates
M People convicted of intentional homicide
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Rule of law: a common
challenge

WEAK RULE OF LAW IN CONFLICT SITUATIONS PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES
TO THE ILLICIT DRUG TRADE

w, drug trafficking routes
6 are distrupted

existing plant-based \
drugs production is . i‘ /)
used to finance the W
conflict
= parties to the conflict
benefit by taxing the
— = drug trade
illicit drug § g
economies flourish
c N
Zo\
. L UNODC 11}
conflict acts as a “magnet Research®?

for the manufacture of synthetic
drugs




Homicide: Complex, non-linear,
and heterogenous

Data from: Insight Crime and Economist
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Ciudad Juarez
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Drug-Related Homic

Since 2007, drug-1
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Puzzle 2 Latln America, peaceful but violent: State generated

violence (political violence), drug related violence, urban
violence and gang-related or youth violence.




Political violence

Political violence in Latin America
can be defined as the use of force or
intimidation to achieve political
goals, typically involving state actors,
insurgent groups, or both. It
encompasses a wide range of
actions, including coups, guerrilla
warfare, state repression, and
terrorism, all aimed at influencing or
maintaining power structures within
a country. This form of violence is
often rooted in ideological conflicts,
socio-economic inequalities, and the
struggle for political control, and has
been a recurring feature of Latin
American politics throughout much
of the 20th and early 21st centuries.

LATIN AMERICA: SEPTEMBER 2024




Drug related violence

Source: The Economist 2022

Violence perpetrated by transnational
criminal organizations (TCOs)

Transnational organized crime refers to
those self-perpetuating associations of
individuals who operate transnationally
(globally, across borders) for the purpose of
obtaining power, influence, monetary
and/or commercial gains, while protecting
their activities through a pattern of
corruption, violence or while protecting
their illegal activities through a transnational
organizational structure and the
exploitation of transnational commerce or
communication mechanisms (adaptability).

-
Merry-go-round
Main cocaine trafficking routes, 2016-20
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'Africa Africa
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; B countries 7
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America

Source: UNODC

Oceania
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Factors that shape drug related
violence: Turf Wars

Source: Ginger Thompson and James C. McKinley Jr., “Mexico’s Drug Cartels Wage Fierce Battle for their Turf,” New York Times, January 14, 2005.
June S. Beittel, “Mexico: Organized Crime and Drug Trafficking Organizations,” Congressional Research Service, June 7,2022.

Cartels in Mexico

uana v Drug-Related Homic
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Cartel Jalisco B Present
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.Reynosa
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.Mexx;o City
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Ciudad Juaréz ‘a
S 8 Acapulco
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& % A
HOMICIDES S )Mexncc City

. 1.000
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Gang-related crime

Source: Economist 2023

Gang-related violence in Latin America refers to
the criminal activities and conflicts perpetrated
by organized youth groups known by various
names such as gangs or maras. These gangs,
primarily composed of young males aged 13-
25, engage in a wide range of violent acts
including assaults, robberies, drug trafficking,
territorial disputes, and homicides. The
violence often stems from conflicts with rival
gangs, law enforcement, or as part of their
criminal enterprises, significantly contributing
to the region's high crime rates and challenging
public safety and state control in many Latin
American countries. Unlike TCOs, which
functions across borders, gang-related violence
is territorial and mostly urban.

—
A grim regional trend

Homicides per 100,000 people

Brazil

Mexico

Costa Rica

Ecuador US

Chile*

3l
2
2
1.

1

| T T I T
2005 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

*No data before 2018 because of a change in methodology
Sources: FBI; Gobierno de Chile; Igarapé Institute



Haitian crisis: political,
gang violence, and
urban crime

e Overt involvement of gangs in
politics (G9 and Family)

* Lack of elected officials and
resigning officials (political crisis)

* No rapid international force to de-
escalate violence (long history of
failed UN peace missions).



El Salvador’s model: pros, cons,
and lessons for the future

Source: Jeronimo Gonzalez, World Bank, 2024

Murder rate per 100,000 people

— El Salvador us

110.0
107.0

100.0

Bukele becomes
President

18

19
0.0
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Estimate for US 2024 figures.

Chart: Jeronimo Gonzalez/Semafor « Source: World Bank, CDC, Gobierno de El Salvador

SEMAFOR

El Salvador Has Jailed 1.6% of its Population

El Salvador Became Safer The country has the world's highest incarceration rate, triple that of the US
Than the US in 2023

15
f
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Source: Word Prison Brief, Government of El Savdor Bloomberg

How does EI Salvador's prison rate stack up?

Countries with the highest prison rates per 100,000 people

% of entire
adutt population
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Puzzle 3: Why is Latin America so wealthy and poor?

Wealth is abundant, but poorly distributed

Contributing Factors to Violence in Latin America Annual Drug Seizures (Kg)

in Latin America
Cartographer: Yassaman Yarmahmoudi | Source: UNODC | University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Atlantic Ocean

W+E Latin America has some of the highest crime rates
in the world and this is due to a number of factors.
The map on the left demonstrates that the countries with a
higher poverty rate are also the same countries with a
higher homicide rate.The northern triangle
(Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador) have
consistently had extremely high homicide rates for years.
This is partly due to their geographic locations.

Pacific Ocean

Poverty Rate (%)
I dot = 10,000 Kg of Drugs

0 280 560 1,120 1,680

4.70 - 15.10 e

15.11 - 25.60

2561 -32.10

[
- 32.11 - 47.20
||

47.21 - 68.20

According to the UNODGC, drug seizures are an indication of the approximate
amount of drugs produced by a country, which also suggests drug crafficking
activity. As shown in the map above, drug seizures have mostly been concentrated
in north-west South America (biggest producers being Colombia, Mexico,
and Bolivia). Drugs produced in South America are transported to the U.S
through Central America, which explains its exceedingly high crime rates.
The countries geographically closer to the U.S (northern Central America)
have much higher homicide and poverty rates compared to the southern
part of Central America.

Homicide Rate per
100,000 People

70

20

’_’_|5

Date: | 1/17/2016




Puzzle 3: Why is Latin America
so wealthy and poor?

Economic growth and commodity price
moves

Growth in Latimn Aamerica and the Caribbean is
highly correlated with global commodity price

changes.
(percent)
- — LA Real GDP growth — Commaoadity prices growth (right scale) =20
6 -

= 20
= -
A L — 10
= 4 o
= —
T T 4 -10
o = -20
_1 —

= =30
- -
-2 —=3. 10

2000 2002 2010 <4 200 5 20008 20710 2017 2 207 <4 2078 2018

Sources:. IME FPrimary Commodity Price System databas<s;, and IME, World Ecomnormic COutlooak
database._
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Puzzle 4: Why is Latin America has so much
potential?
Critical minerals

Source: ECLAC, 2022

200
Prices recover in 2021
!
1\
f * \ | 'Tin, 158
[ \\ ]
150 / / \‘ ! N - = Gold, 146
/ \ 4 “\ [
I : \‘Copper, 106 ; : P ) [
: g, opper, 123
|/ \ s R / ® %
‘. z ’ Iron, 110
. - % NG
. - sy ™ /
100 . R ..\_..(,— \\\q- _// & \‘\~ A
50 i Iron, 104
e ey "// .f...»cv Tmns
B S ;:_*f Gold, 115
I 1 1 n
2020
0
2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020
Price boom 2003-2011 Aluminium - = = Copper
----- Tln .........Ifon - - —Nmkel
- -—-Gold = e Silver Lead

Ore and metals

— v NG




Puzzle 4: So much potential, yet so much risk
Latin America in an era of strategic competition

China is Now South America's
== Largest Trade Partner

$800B | Total value of yearly trade with
Latin America & Caribbean

(exports + imports)
$700B -

Mexico represents 71% ¢
$600B - of US-LatAm trade

(7 Yearin which country's trade with
I~ China surpassed trade with USA

$5008 -

$400B |

$3008 -

$2008B -

$100B |

Cube)

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

@) Latinometrics




Want to learn
more about
Latin America?

Latin American literature

See classic Latin American
movies

Review U.S. presidential
speeches

Follow news

EOS Aﬁgﬂeﬁ @imes Consult official reports

Follow the Perry Center

Mexico’s false messiah

aa
aay Congressional

‘%Reseqrch
Service




0 PerryCenterOfficial @ WdJPerryCenter

@ William J. Perry Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies







	Slide 1: Latin America
	Slide 2: Lecture outline: Four Puzzles for Discussion
	Slide 3: Puzzle 1: What is Latin America?
	Slide 4: Puzzle 1: What is Latin America?
	Slide 5: Puzzle 1: What is Latin America?
	Slide 6: Puzzle 1: Not all you see in a map is Latin America
	Slide 7: Puzzle 1: What is Latin America?
	Slide 8: Puzzle 1: What is Latin America?
	Slide 9: Intra-regional migration in Latin America Source: International Migration Institute and UNHCR
	Slide 10: Puzzle 1: What is Latin America?
	Slide 11: Puzzle 2: Peaceful but Violent Source: Global Peace Index 2024, Institute of Economics and Peace
	Slide 12: Puzzle 2: Peaceful but Violent
	Slide 13: Puzzle 2: Peaceful but Violent
	Slide 14: Puzzle 2: Peaceful but Violent
	Slide 15: Puzzle 2 Latin America: Peaceful but Violent Source: “Global Study on Homicide,” UN Office on Drugs and Crime, 2019; Economist 2024
	Slide 16: Rule of law: a common challenge 
	Slide 17: Homicide: Complex, non-linear, and heterogenous Data from: Insight Crime and Economist
	Slide 18: Puzzle 2 Latin America, peaceful but violent: State generated violence (political violence), drug related violence, urban violence and gang-related or youth violence.outh violence (gangs)
	Slide 19: Political violence
	Slide 20: Drug related violence Source: The Economist 2022
	Slide 21:      Factors that shape drug related violence: Turf Wars Source:  Ginger Thompson and James C. McKinley Jr., “Mexico’s Drug Cartels Wage Fierce Battle for their Turf,” New York Times, January 14, 2005.  June S. Beittel, “Mexico: Organized Crime 
	Slide 22: Gang–related crime Source: Economist 2023
	Slide 23: Haitian crisis: political, gang violence, and urban crime
	Slide 24: El Salvador’s model: pros, cons, and lessons for the future Source: Jeronimo Gonzalez, World Bank, 2024
	Slide 25: Puzzle 3: Why is Latin America so wealthy and poor?
	Slide 26: Puzzle 3: Why is Latin America so wealthy and poor?
	Slide 27: Puzzle 4: Why is Latin America has so much potential?  Critical minerals  Source: ECLAC, 2022
	Slide 28: Puzzle 4: So much potential, yet so much risk Latin America in an era of strategic competition 
	Slide 29: Want to learn more about Latin America?
	Slide 30
	Slide 31: Q&A

