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| ecture outline: Four Puzzles
for Discussion

AWhat is Latin America N,
and the Caribbean? "
ACommon perceptions

and misperceptions
about Latin America

AWhy Latin America
matters for U.S.
national security?




What Is
Latin
America?

A Geography
A Territory

A Set of countries
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59 port entries between Mexico

and t he

US: Wo r |

border

S O ISRECmE™. nRn5 Misconce-pe

A The border is 2,000 miles

A San Ysidro Port of Entry (United
StategMexico):over 69 million
crossings per year (with daily
movement of about 70,000

vehicles and 20,000 pedestrians | &

northbound)

A In 2023 alone, the Laredduevo
Laredo border reported some 8.
million personal vehicles and
handledover3 million truck
crossingdrom Mexico

Locations of Official U.S. Land Ports of Entry on the U.S.—Mexican Border

United,"States
Arizona |

A Over 369 of the North American i
trade (legal) takes place in one o
these borders ,




TUNNEL EXITS IN ONE
OF THE WAREHOUSES

IN THE AMISTAD
| INDUSTRIAL PARK

Useted Stafes of Aoy
Extados Unides de Ambena

What is Latin A Territorial border
America? A Borderline between legality and illegality




What is Latin
America?

A Complex borders
A Historically fluid
A Porous
A Evolving
Images:NASA Earth Observatory




Not all you
seeina
map is Latin
America

VENEZUELA SURINAME
GUYANA / ®CAYENNE
GORAMBIA FRENCH GUIANA
(FRANCE)
BRAZIL

© Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.




Latl n WHAT IS IT?
America”? £limireni

international law that requires
emerging states to

presumptively inherit their pre-
independence boundaries.

El Camino Real

“THE KING'S HIGKWAY"  / ¥,

Showing locations | ¢
of the 21 famous

A Transnational history
A PreHispanic civilizations
A Common colonial heritage ;
A Similar path towards ™

OCEAN VICEROYALTY OF
NEW GRANADA

independence s

B Dutch colonies
[ French colonies

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

« CAPTAINCY-GENERAL

PACIFIC R HONDURAS™ [
OCEAN YNITED PROVINCES OF K‘_’
~(1hig

CENTRAL AMERICA
GRAN COLOM

0 Equator

7 Independent countries
= San Martn

1 Portuguese colonies = Bolvar

[ Spanish colonies % Major battie
Tropic of Capricom
N N
«ws A
s A 2000 Miles 0 2000Miles
C = 0
g - 8,
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Maps
1. Region What two European countries held the lorgest colonial empires in Latin America in 18007 -
2. Region Comparing the two maps, which independent countries had emerged by 1830 from

Spanish territory in the Americas?




What is Latin
America®?

Latin America as an ideand a political community

A Conceived by people who perceive themselves
as part of a collective group

A Itis not simply restricted to nations, it is a
supranational movement

A Common ideas:
A Bolivarianism
A Republicanism
A Anti-colonialism
A Anti-imperialism




Common beliefs: Latin
America from a U.S. lens

AViolent
ABorderless/immigrants
APoor
AUnderdeveloped




:/A\?;inlcre are th(t:]World’s e P U Z Z Ie 1
Ongoing Conflicts? .
Violent

Source: Global Peace Index 2024,
Institute of Economics and Peace

Negative peace:

A No war between
neighboring states

é?.%BAL e Oy A Low levels of inter

PEACE INDEX oo o i ; 5 state conflict
e . © . .= A Few border disputes

s N L are militarized

A Military budgets are
relatively low

°® on




Puzzle 1:
Peaceful but
Violent

A Border disputes resolved
via courts (judicial
settlement)

A Nuclear, biological and
chemical weapons are
banned by treaty

A Third-party mediation and
electoral monitoring are
common

Map: Economist 2024

Images OPANAL 1968, OAS mission in Bolivia 2024

Arca & 1arapaca
(formerly Peruvian territory)
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Puzzle 1:
Peaceful but
Violent

Domestic and political violence
A Coups
A Insurgency

A Revolution
A Social revolutions
A Land reform (peasants)

A Regional rebellions

A Caudillo wars
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Drug-Related Homic

Since 2007, drug-1

ana
Ciudad Juarez

iz -

RS murders in Mexico have s

" Reynosa
e . . %
e . Total 2007

Mazatlan® - = ¢ 2,826

- - ."‘MexicoCity
juana &

.QludadJuér& -l .
LR Acapuico

.

Reynosa
"‘b $ %
8 - ‘- Total 2010
Mazauénﬁ T . 15,273

vi- gy 2
JOMICIDES ,,;:'.4 ,Mexrco City

B 1000

Acapulco

wernment of Mexico

Puzzle 1: Latln Amerlca peaceful but violent: State generated
violence (political violence), drug related violence, urban
violence and gang -related or youth violence.




Puzzle 2
Latin
America:
Peaceful

but Violent

Sour ce:
Study on

Homi ci de,

Office on Drugs
and Crime, 2019;
Economist 2024

i Gl g

0

A deficit of justice
Rates per100,000 people, 2021 or latest available

B Victims of intentional homicide
Judges or magistrates
M People convicted of intentional homicide

0 5 10 1B 20 25

Latin Americaand
the Caribbean*

Europe’

Asia*

Source: UNODC ~ *20 countries '35 countries ™10 countries
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Political violence

Source: Armed Conflict Location & Event Data (ACLED), 2025

Number of events

Situation in 2024 1 T 342
A Political violencein Latin America

can be defined as the use of force i

Intimidation to achieve political 680 342

goals, typically involving state SYeNS 102 / =
actors, insurgent groups, or botHt ';T'

encompasses a wide range of 6% Colitia

actions, including coups, guerrilla " e

warfare, state repression, and ggrgggged 31

terrorism, all aimed at influencing o

maintaining power structures withir

a country. This form of violence is Evolution since 2021

often rooted in ideological conflicts

sociceconomic inequalities, and th: ** .II
struggle for political control, and ha Sub-event type
been a recurring feature of Latin .II o

. ., . [ Looting/property destruction
American politics throughout muc_:h - ..I B Aiuctonoces
of the 20th and early 21st centuries

0 50 00 150 200 250 30 35( ac

0 450  S0C 550 600 6% 700

Number of events




Drug related violence

Source: The Economist 2022

A Violence perpetrated by transnational =
criminal organizations (TCQOs) Merry-go-round

Main cocaine trafficking routes, 2016-20

A Transnational organized crime refers to

those selperpetuating associations of - et e

individuals whaoperate transnationally America UL

(globally, across borders) for the purpose of & (t N i "R

obtaining power, influencemonetary e G e S S Ao
and/or commercial gainswhile protecting Rl N

their activities through a pattern of e / "
corruption, violenceor while protecting o Y /
their illegal activities through a transnational B P bl
organizational structureand the T —
exploitation of transnational commerce or e

communication mechanismadaptability).




Homicide: Complex, non -lineatrr,
and heterogenous

Data from: Insight Crime and Americas Quarterly

2025 Homicide Rates in Latin HOMICIDE RATE (PER 100,000 Latin American cities register among
America and the Caribbean = o2 O g the world's highest homicide rates
HOMICIDE RATES PER 100,000 PEOPLE
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Drug related violence In
Ecuador

A Ecuador has transitioned from a peaceful

transit country to amajor global cocaine
logistics hub70% of the world's cocaine
passes through Ecuador, utilizing its ports
porous borders, and the US dollar
economy, which simplifies money
laundering.

The country is experiencing a massive
surge in violent, drugelated crime driven
by local gangs (L&3honeros Los Lobos)
allied with Mexicanand European
cartels.

The crisis is characterized by soaring
homicide rates, prison massacres, and
systemic corruption, largely stemming
from control over key Pacific drug routes.

&
-

Our World
inData

Homicide rates in Ecuador have

increased steeply in the last few years
Annual number of deaths from homicide per 100,000 people.

50

By 2023, rates had increased more
than fivefold to 46 per 100,000

40

10
8 per
100,000

In the 2010s, Ecuador
had some of the lowest
rates in Latin America

0

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2023

Data source: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2025) CC BY



U.S.-Mexico SOF Cooperation
ASuccess © REWARD A‘

A Official objective was INCREASE OF UP TO
achieved: capturing El

Mencho, Jalisco Nueva $15,000,000

Generacion

A U.sS provided key FOR INFORMATION LEADING TO THE ARREST AND/OR CONVICTION OF
Intelligence information,

which ensured success of
Mexican SOFs

A Demonstrates effective
crossborder intelligence
cooperatlon without U.S.
ao220a 2y G kNemesio Rubén Osequera Cervantes

a/k/a “El Mencho”




U.S.-Mexico SOF Cooperation

A Questions/Concerns
A Kill vs. capture and detain

A Strategic challenges of
decapitation: initial
operation was not violent
(deaths), but the aftermath
saw retaliatory violence (74
casualties, 250 roadblocks
across 20 cities, major
disruptions in Guadalajara

and Puerto Vallarta AT LEAST 73 PEOPLE DIED IN
ATTEMPT TO CAPTURE A
A Lessons for future SOFs MEXICAN CARTEL LEADER AND

initiatives ITS VIOLENT AFTERMATH
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E | Sal

vador O0s

and lessons for the future

Source: Jeronimo Gonzalez, World Bank, 2024

Murder rate per 100,000 people

— El Salvador us

110.0
107.0

100.0

Bukele becomes
President

1.9
0.0
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Estimate for US 2024 figures.

Chart: Jeronimo Gonzalez/Semafor « Source: World Bank, CDC, Gobierno de El Salvador

SEMAFOR

El Salvador Has Jailed 1.6% of its Population

El Salvador Became Safer The country has the world's highest incarceration rate, triple that of the US
Than the US in 2023

15
J
w A
l 0
Homicdes per 100000 perple
Dhvgentine (J Conado 05
| B8 Shodr @USA
0
- - ; - : .
2002 2005 2010 2015 200 208
Source: World Prison Brief, Government of El Saivador Bloomberg

How does E Salvador's prison rate stack up?

Countries with the highest prison rates per 100,000 people

% of entire
adutt population
&l Sahador [ 170
R —— S ‘ eRwanda LN 0.57%
2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 204 206 2018 2020 2022 20U QTUfkmenistaﬂ 57 0.56%
®Latinometrics Sous o

mo d



Indigenous Peoples °

Puzzle 2:
Immigrants
and migrants

Transnational movements: society and

demographics

A Demographically heterogenous

A Marked by historical diasporas:
European, Japanese, African,
Middle East

A Shaped by immigrants and
emigrants

Source: Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean

Racial Makeup of
Latin America (Simplified)

Predominately uropean
. Predominately Native American
(Amerindian)
. Predomintely Sub-Saharan Afrcan
. Mestizo (Mixed European/Amerindian)

| () "t M g

o Castizo (~75% European/~25% Amerindian)




Migration trends: a tale of two
nations

CANS

N " RESIDENT

A U.S. government sources frequeNntly L o e s e o s e
cite approximately 1.6 million T
American citizens living IN MEXICO @ ..ou wany americans tive asrose:
of 2025 o

A Mexican census data from 2020
counts just under 800,000 U.S.
citizens, reflecting a more
conservative estimate compared to
U.S. figures.

A Some organizations and research |

R/Irou_ps place the expat population in o

6X|CO at $I!ght|y Over 1 m|”|0n but Cour1try Number of Americans in 2023
below 2 million (AARO, 2024)

Canada 1,050,898

A Both government and independent e s
sources agree that Mexico is the
most popular expat destination for e
Americans worldwide.

HAVE YOU
THOUGHT ABOUT
YOUR HEALTHCARE?

r. Pinto estimates that the following are the 10 most populous countries:

South Korea 129,499
France 117,462
Japan 111,021
Spain 108,684

[Please note that, while tables in this document show numerical results down to the individual person, the specific
numbers are estimates and not exact counts.]




F0-s  a

guestio
relatively speaking

N

Country Total Population (2025) |[Subgroup |[Subgroup % of Population
(persons)
United 347 million Mexican 3.17%
States origin: 11
million
Mexico 132 million US citizens:
2 million

1.52%




Intra -regional migration in Latin
America

Source: International Migration Institute and UNHCR

Venezuela's sprawling LatAm exodus

Lapa bla Mo o
GRS . - aagerna Which Latin American countries are home to the most Venezuelan
e OO migrants and refugees?
A 252,300
«{,«. Costa Rica and Panama
e DL on 195,800

Aruba, Curagao, Dominican Republic, Guyana,
and Trinidad & Tobago

Venezuela
COLOMBIA 1,742,000 A total of 5.4M have left since 2014

ECUADOR 431,000

2

PERU 1,049,000
261,000

Pamama

CHILE 457,300

# of refugees & migrants

195K D 1.74M

t} 204,700
? Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay
o
3 \

Subscribe to our global politics newsletter Signal at gzeromedia.com
Source: UNHCR GZERO




Puzzle 3: Latin America Is poor




Puzzle 3:Some parts of Latin-America
- and the Caribbean are poor

Puzzle 3: Latin America is dirty poor
Sources: International Monetary Fund.  World Economic Outlook Database, April 2026 . Washington, DC:
International Monetary Fund, 2026 and World Bank. Macro Poverty Outlook: Latin America and the Caribbean
Washington, DC: World Bank Group, April 2024
NOTE: Al generated image

The 9 Poorest Countries in Latin America & the Caribbean

Three countries are home to 50% of Poverty in South America
people living in poverty in Latin America Rl % Population living with less than US$ 5.50 per day

Number of people (in millions] living with less than $3.65 a day in 2023,

Brazil | ;5 ilion
el Venezuels I :
Mexico NG (3
et ——an LS
home to 52.2 million 39 1/\\.3)
Peru [N 43 people (59%) living in o
Honduras [ "; - poverty in the region
Argentina [ |
Ecuador [ 29
Bolivia [l 1.1
El Sabvador [l |
Dominican Republic [l j
Paraguay [l 08
chile los
Panama | 0.4

6. El Salvador $6,233

4. Honduras $3,711

3. Nicaragua $3,414

5. Bolivia $4,585

3

8. Paraguay $6,799

Legend GuYana I =
_-Poorest (rank 1)

I Least poor of the 9 {rank 9)

. [
Costa Rica | |
Other countries.

Uruguay | 0.1

2012

Note: Data in international-$ at 2017 prices. Data adjusted for differences in living CCBY
costs between countries.

Data source: Chang, Evans and Rivas Herrera (2024). Inter-American Development Bank.

<10% 10-15% 15-25% 25-35% 35-40% >40%

Proportion of people living on less than USS5.50 per day per capita. Approximated values,

Adastod from the
Sources: World Bank, IPEA, CEPAL, UCAB para Venezuela, CEICData Suriname

instagram page




Puzzle 3: Latin America IS rich
and wealthy too




Puzzle 4: Latin America is
poor and underdeveloped

Wealth is abundant, but poorly distributed

Q Inequality in Latin America
and the Caribbean

The poorest access a sliver of the region’s
total wealth and income

M 50% POOREST [l 10% RICHEST

Income Wealth

55%

Source: CAF (2022) RED: Inherited Inequalities

1%

77%

THE 20 MOST POWERFUL

ECONOMIES

OF 2026 (in trillion) 1.USA

18. Netherlands 19. Saudi Arabia
17. Indonesia 31.4 $1.3 20. Poland

$15 == $11 -
16. Turkey [ O ke d 2 China

i
15. South Korea

31 9 ’.‘
14. Australia

et oA -
13. Mexico

s201*)
12. Spain e “®  4inda
20w v $4,5
11. Brazil e
32 3 5. Japan

lDCanada' '.‘ " '*

9 Rusta
8. ltaly 7. France

$2,7 $3,5



https://americasquarterly.org/article/latin-americas-inequality-is-taking-a-toll-on-governance/

Western Hemisphere is now a
top national security iIssue

National Security Strategy
of the United States of America

November 2025

NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY =

1. IDENTIFY WHAT WE WANT

ENDS

First and foremost, preserve the
United States as a sovereign,
independent republic that secures the
natural rights and well-being of its
citizens,

+ Protection of our people, economy,
and way of life

+ Total control of our borders and
infrastructure

+ The world’s strongest military,
deterrent, and economy

+ Aculturally confident, prosperous,
and united nation

From and in the world:

+ Astable Western Hemisphere free
of hostile influence

A free and open Indo-Pacific with
secure sea lanes and supply chains
A strong, self-confident Europe
that upholds Western security

A Middle East not dominated by
any adversary or threatened by
energy chokepoints

Global adoption of U.S.
technology, standards, and strategic
advantage

of the United States of America
2. ASSESS WHAT WE HAVE 3. IDENTIFY HOW WE GET THERE

MEANS STRATEGY

Principles:
+ America First focus on core national interests
« Peace through strength as the basis of deterrence
: + Respect for sovereignty and a bias against intervention
31\5 l{l « Fairness and flexible realism in dealing with all nations

+ Primacy of the nation-state over transnational bodies

World-leading assets,
resources, and advantages, including:

nimble  large, ﬁr:;]l(chi:r& + Maintain regional and global balance of power

p_“]'“‘(“l ":"?"Vd"vf' capital + Promotion of competence and pro-worker economic policy

system economy e

; Priorities:
4. + End mass migration and secure the border
;?\ * V « Protect core rights and civil liberties
world-class most extensive « Shift defense burdens 0 ('xl[hlh](‘ allies
ook Scize pow_erlul alliance « Use peace deals to realign regions
military network + Rebalance trade and secure supply chains

+ Reindustrialize, strengthen defense production

9 ' F + Ensure dominance in energy, financial and capital markets

; Regions: _
favorable - hed  Willpower Europe: Restore stability,
geography (o DOwer and empower sovereign defense, and
& resources patriotism enforce fair economic practices.

Domestic agenda means:

4§ o

Middle East: Shift
burdens, build peace

restore strategic " :
culture of energy 'gi?;’;llm
competence  dominance ‘

4 +— Indo-Pacific:
Compete
economically with
China while

y Africa: Partner with strengthening
tax and investment capable states, shift to deterrence to prevent
regulatory in tech and Western Hemisphere: investment, and secure  regional conflict.

freedom science Enforce Monroe Doctrine ~ critical resources.




Why Latin America matters to
the U.S.?

ACritical minerals
ATrade
AGeopolitical relevance
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Economic security Is national
security

ALatin America has
practically everything
the world needs ,

Aoms 2F 2N
water sources

A30% of sugar
A60% lithium
A30% copper
A5% uranium




P— —

Mexico and Canada s the U.S.
argest trading partner

Source: Kar | Russel |, Lazaro Gami o, and Ana Swan
Chi na, Canada, and MeX|co,c‘) The New Yo
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