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THE WAR




2023 Israel-Hamas war
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2023 Israel-Hamas war
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Are the
Palestinians
trapped?

e Further than ever from a
Palestinian state?

 Abandoned?
* Exploited by HAMAS

* More aligned with
extremists







European

Domestic
Context




By Jrryjude - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=93752215

U.S. Domestic
Context
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The depraved barbarity of 7
OCT 23 revealed a level of
hatred of Israel and commitment
to its destruction not previously

considered.
Why IS Israel The barbarity is two-fold: the
Stuck? conduct on 7 OCT 23, and the

destruction its perpetrators
knew, and accepted, would
follow.

a. The motives are, like
ISIS, defined/motivated
by Holy War

b. HAMAS sees itself as a
vanguard movement; the
people of Gaza are
expendable



Israeli v. U.S. Interests

e Israel: Defeat Hamas in Gaza...Maximize Security
In Territories...Hostages’ Return.

« U.S. Avoiding theater-wide war where we’re
dragged in...Stability... Two-State solution.



There is no visible off-ramp
right now. Israel plans to

fisht the war to its
destination—annihilation
IS |Srae| Of HAMAS in Gaza.
Trapped? But...Israel doesn’t know

what to do when it gets
there; and

HAMAS?’ ideology will be
picked-up by someone else,
likely just as committed to
Israel’s destruction.
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Population demography (2017)

Group Population
Jews: 6,556,000
Non-Haredi 5,522,598
Haredi 1,033,000
Arabs 1,837,000
Other 400,000
Total 8,793,000

Proportion of total
74.6%
62.8%
11.8%
20.9%
4.5%

100%

1.7%

1.2%

5.0%

2.1%

N/A

1.9%

Growth rate

WEST BANK: 2,949,246 (July 2021 est.) (note: approximately 432,000 Israeli
settlers live in the West Bank (2019); approximately 227,100 Israeli settlers live in

East Jerusalem (2019))

GAZA: 2 Million.
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