
Adam Oler, Colonel, USAF (Ret) 

National War College Faculty

Roosevelt Hall (Bldg 61) Room 252 

Fort Lesley J. McNair 

Washington, DC 20319-6000 

Comm: 202-685-3705

Cell: 571-465-7354

adam.oler.civ@ndu.edu

adam.oler.mil@msc.ndu.edu

adam_oler@yahoo.com

Capstone Executive Development 

Spouse Course

An Introduction to the Sunni-Shi’a 

Struggle

**All opinions are strictly my own.

mailto:adam.oler.mil@ndu.edu
mailto:adam.oler.mil@gc.ndu.edu
mailto:adam_oler@yahoo.com


2 UNCLASSIFIED



3 UNCLASSIFIED



4 UNCLASSIFIED

Point of Departure

“Muslims” & “Arabs” 

1.7 Billion

Indonesia (252 million)

422 Million

Egypt (83 million)

Arabic’s Central Role

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/africa/egypt/flag/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/africa/egypt/flag/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/asia/indonesia/flag/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/asia/indonesia/flag/
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TODAY’S FOCUS

Three Areas

1. Islam’s formative period & its enduring 

relevance.

2. Origins of the Sunni-Shi’a Divide – four 

key turning points.

3. The End of the Arab Empire -- 1258
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http://home.ct.metrocast.net/~bvon/images/map1.gif
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Mohammad Adil



13 UNCLASSIFIED

Mohammad Adil
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Mohammad Adil
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http://www.highbrowmagazine.com/4083-sunni-shi-war-middle-east-not-likely
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CONTEXT

Three Areas of Focus – History & Geography

1. Islam’s formative period & its enduring 

relevance.

2. Origins of the Sunni-Shi’a Divide – four 

key turning points.

3. The End of the Arab Empire 1258
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Turning Point 1:    Succession Dispute
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Rashidun (Rightly Guided Caliphs)

Abu Bakr  (632-634)

Omar (634-644)  

Othman (644-656)

Ali (656-660)

الخلفاء الراشدون
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Turning Point 2: Martyrdom at Karbala 680
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Turning Point 2: Martyrdom at Karbala 680
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Turning Point 3: Political-Religious Merger
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“The Other Islam”

http://elbauldejosete.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/349758.jpg
http://elbauldejosete.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/349758.jpg
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Turning Point 4: Persian Nationalism
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Safavid Persia
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The Sunni-Shi’ite Struggle: Why it Matters

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780805068849&itm=4
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780805068849&itm=4
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780393062113&itm=59
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780393062113&itm=59
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780393062113&itm=59
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780393062113&itm=59
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780641810763&itm=1
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780641810763&itm=1
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780641810763&itm=1
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780641810763&itm=1
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780759101906&itm=2
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780759101906&itm=2
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780759101906&itm=2
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780759101906&itm=2
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.theodoresworld.net/pics/1006/Iraqi_Prime_Minister_Nouri_al_Maliki_and_Sadr.jpg&imgrefurl=http://iraqsolidaritycampaign.blogspot.com/2007_07_01_archive.html&h=300&w=410&sz=22&hl=en&start=32&usg=__Ibs2IoUUrHZvX06GY_yY9U_4XWg=&tbnid=yhpnIzriFhKAyM:&tbnh=91&tbnw=125&prev=/images?q=shi'ite+crescent&start=18&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.theodoresworld.net/pics/1006/Iraqi_Prime_Minister_Nouri_al_Maliki_and_Sadr.jpg&imgrefurl=http://iraqsolidaritycampaign.blogspot.com/2007_07_01_archive.html&h=300&w=410&sz=22&hl=en&start=32&usg=__Ibs2IoUUrHZvX06GY_yY9U_4XWg=&tbnid=yhpnIzriFhKAyM:&tbnh=91&tbnw=125&prev=/images?q=shi'ite+crescent&start=18&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N
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The 14 Infallible Ones
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hashtag #SykesPicotOver

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/82550c80-4c7e-11e3-958f-00144feabdc0,Authorised=false.html?_i_location=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/82550c80-4c7e-11e3-958f-00144feabdc0.html?siteedition%3Duk&siteedition=uk&_i_referer=http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-crisis-iraq#slide3
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Some Great Sources

http://a1204.g.akamai.net/7/1204/1401/06010611011/images.barnesandnoble.com/images/10600000/10607555.jpg
http://a1204.g.akamai.net/7/1204/1401/06010611011/images.barnesandnoble.com/images/10600000/10607555.jpg
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780805068849&z=y
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780805068849&z=y
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780393062113&z=y
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780393062113&z=y
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Oppression of Shi’ites

But Is Sectarianism Unavoidable?
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But Is Sectarianism Unavoidable?
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hashtag #SykesPicotOver

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/82550c80-4c7e-11e3-958f-00144feabdc0,Authorised=false.html?_i_location=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/82550c80-4c7e-11e3-958f-00144feabdc0.html?siteedition%3Duk&siteedition=uk&_i_referer=http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-crisis-iraq#slide3
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