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#SykesPicotOver
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https://cdn2.vox-cdn.com/assets/4395687/middle_east_1914_english.jpg
Tertrais also starts his piece by introducing Sykes-Picot, and makes reference to the ISIS hashtag and border removal.  
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In 1933, Hitler came to power in Germany, and in 1935 the Nuremberg Laws made German Jews (and later Austrian and Czech Jews) stateless refugees. Similar rules were applied by the many Nazi allies in Europe. The subsequent growth in Jewish migration and the impact of Nazi propaganda aimed at the Arab world led to the 1936–1939 Arab revolt in Palestine. Britain established the Peel Commission to investigate the situation. The commission did not consider the situation of Jews in Europe, but called for a two-state solution and compulsory transfer of populations. Britain rejected this solution and instead implemented the White Paper of 1939. This planned to end Jewish immigration by 1944 and to allow no more than 75,000 additional Jewish migrants. This was disastrous to European Jews already being gravely discriminated against and in need of a place to seek refuge. The British maintained this policy until the end of the Mandate



• Lindsay Mangum, NPR 
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The origins of the Palestinian refugees have been hotly discussed many times. A short history is that in 1948, as the result of the hostilities surrounding the Israeli declaration of statehood, approximately 650,000 Palestinian Arabs left their homes and fled into neighboring countries. According to both early and recent historical studies, there were at least three distinct phases of the exodus.7
The first waves of abandonment began after the November 1947 ratification of UN General Assembly Resolution 181, known as the Partition Plan. At that point some 30,000 people, mostly from more affluent urban families in Jerusalem, Haifa, and Jaffa, began to leave. The second phase occurred in March 1948, when tens of thousands of Palestine Arabs from the Sharon coastal plains began to move to the Arab-controlled hill regions, outside the areas that had been designated to become part of Israel. During this phase, some 6,000 left their homes in Tiberias, 60,000 fled Haifa, and
65,000–70,000 left Jaffa. The third and most dramatic phase began in May following Israel’s declaration of independence and the subsequent military invasion by the Egyptian, Iraqi, Syrian, Lebanese, and Arab Legion (Transjordanian) armies.8 During that period, the flight of Palestinian Arab civilians grew exponentially, and when the hostilities ended, the UN estimated that around 350,000 people had left after May. Estimates of refugee numbers varied widely and, in the view of the UN and other international organizations, began to grow rapidly, from 360,000 in September 1948 to 472,000
in October. The dispersal patterns of the refugees were more or less predictable. According to the UN, most refugees from the northern regions of the country (Haifa, the Galilee, Tiberias) fled further into Lebanon and Syria. Those from the coastal plain regions went east to Jordanian territory (including the West Bank). Those in the south went to the Gaza Strip, which was controlled by Egypt.  (Romirowky, Asaf, “Arab-Palestinian Refugees”, Israel studies, volume 24 number 2).   Citing Efraim Karsh, “How Many Palestinian Arab Refugees Were There?” Israel Affairs 17.2 (2011): 224–46. See also Shabtai Teveth, “The Palestine Arab Refugee Problem and its Origins,” Middle Eastern Studies 26.2 (1990): 219–20.



















“The most relevant of the document’s 36 articles can be 
summarized as falling within four main themes:

1.The complete destruction of Israel as an essential condition 
for the liberation of Palestine and the establishment of a 
theocratic state based on Islamic law (Sharia),

2.The need for both unrestrained and unceasing holy war 
(jihad) to attain the above objective,

3.The deliberate disdain for, and dismissal of, any negotiated 
resolution or political settlement of Jewish and Muslim claims 
to the Holy Land, and

4.The reinforcement of historical anti-Semitic tropes and 
calumnies married to sinister conspiracy theories.”

Hamas’s Genocidal Intentions Were Never a Secret - The Atlantic

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2023/10/hamas-covenant-israel-attack-war-genocide/675602/
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Character of this war….

Brutality + Coverage = Globalized conflict

Armor + Space + Airpower + SOF = Overwhelming 
IDF advantage on a battlefield HAMAS chose

Int’l Organizations = Ineffective/De-legitimized  

HAMAS = Vanguard Strategy
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Where does 
this leave 

Israel?
It can stop the war, let HAMAS 
survive, and have a Nazi regime 
on its border, waiting for another 

attack. 

Bottom Line: This is an 
existential fight for Israel because 

it’s trapped.  It can either 
annihilate HAMAS and assume 

control of Gaza or





Is Israel Trapped?

There is no visible off-ramp right 
now. Israel plans to fight the war to 
its destination—annihilation of 
HAMAS in Gaza.  

But…Israel doesn’t know what to 
do when it gets there; and

HAMAS’ ideology will be picked-
up by someone else, likely just as 
committed to Israel’s destruction. 



Are the 
Palestinians 
trapped?
• Further than ever from a 

Palestinian state?

• Abandoned?

• Exploited by HAMAS

• More aligned with 
extremists



What’s Next?



European 
Domestic 
Context



U.S. Domestic 
Context

By Jrryjude - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=93752215





“Kriegsraison 
geht vor 

Kreigsmanier”

Necessity in war overrules the manner of 
warfare

“What leader would ever allow his 
country to be destroyed for the sake of 

international law?” 

https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=9093346&fileOId=9093347
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