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Â Iran: De-fang (nuclear) & contain terror/intervention  

Â ISIS ïCore crushed:     tentacles remain.                 

Al Queda rising

Â Deal with Russia: Theyôre there!  Alas, they cheat!

Â Restore & Invigorate alliances ïIsrael ,   Saudi

Egypt      Turkey: mission impossible?

Â Avoid Binary Thinking ïPeace v. War, Victory v. 

Defeat - no longer applicable in this region

Â Avoid transformational approachesð democracy, 

gender equality, imposed Israel-Palestinian solution

Challenges for The Administration



ÂIranôs Clear Pathðnuclear óStealô, Not Deal !!      

Path now is less clear, which is better! 

ÂIranôs highly aggressive behaviorðever strong!

Â Russian bear out of cage ïonly aircraft carrier 

now located in eastern Mediterranean;  January 

2017 agreement allows basing of Russian 

warships and jets for 50 years.   This is very 

complicating!

ÂBeware Syrian ñSwampòðtoo many guns, too 

little space

ÂWatch outðIsrael v. Hizbollah/Lebanon/Iran

Stark Strategic Realities
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Expanding Shiite Crescent
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JCPOA DEADðWHAT NOW?

ÂRenewed U.S. sanctions

ÂIncreased tensions with trade 

partners

ÂRenewed visible Iran nuclear efforts

ÂBUT DO SANCTIONS WORK?                      

Avoid binary thinking!

ÂAggressive Military/Terror Response?



Major Ethnic Groups in the 

Middle East

Arabs

50%

Jews

2%

Kurds

7%

Persians

12%

Turks

25%

Other

4%



Middle East Ethnic Mosaic

Å 70% Arab

Å 20%-25% Kurd

Å 5% Persian

Å 50-53% Shia

Å 41% Sunni

Saudi  Arabia
Iran

1. Persians

2. Azeris

3. Kurds

4. Baluchis

5. Arabs

6. Turkomans

7. Armenians

8. Assyrians

9. Bakhtiaris

Lebanon

1. Shia (Shiites)

2. Sunnis

3. Maronites

4. Greek Orthodox

5. Greek Catholic

6. Druze

Saudis

Rashids

Hashemites

KurdArab

Iraq



MIDDLE EAST IDENTITY HEIRARCHY

ÂTRIBE (QURAYSH)

ÂCLAN (HASHEM)

ÂFAMILY (ARAFAT, BIN LADIN, MUBARAK)

ÂGEOGRAPHIC LOCALE 

ï---TIKRITI, HIJAZI, SILWANESE
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FUNDAMENTAL VALUES

Western Liberal Tradition
AMERICAN                 v.                MIDDLE EAST

Inalienable rights

Pluralism

Fair play

Compromise

Government with consent of the governed

Rule of law

Freedom of religion; church/state separation

Peaceful adjudication of disputes

Respect for diversity

Positive, ñCan-doò orientation or approach

No group hatreds

Deepening reluctance to take a human life, 

no matter how heinous its actions

Generalized TRUST                                           Absence of trust

Responsibility/Guilt                        Honor/Shame
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Suicide Bomber Kills 3 In Israel

Islamic Jihad and al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade claimed 
joint responsibility for the first attack within Israel in 9 
months, saying they hoped to end Palestinian infighting.  
The governing Hamas hailed the bombing.  But Hamas 
and Fatah continued gunbattles for a 5th day, killing at 
least 3.  Israel named its first Muslim cabinet member.

Investors Business Daily, 1/30/07 p. 1A
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15USA Today, October 6, 2003, 12A.
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INVESTORS BUSINESS DAILY, November 24, 2003, A1.
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Propensity to Violence

Om Mohammed helps her twelve-year old son, Abu Ali, with 

a toy suicide bomber beltéòI hope to be a MartyréI hope 

when I get 14 or 15 to explode myself.ò  ñI encourage him, 

and he should do thisò, said the woman, mother of six.

-- Washington Times, May 15, 2002

ñI long to die as a martyr, although I am at an age that does 

not allow me to carry out a martyrdom operation. My weight 

does not permit this.  But I still hope to die as a martyréò

-- Saudi ambassador to Great Britain, Ghazi Al-Qussaibi, 

Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, London, June 13, 2002
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ñROMANTICò NATURE OF THE 

MIDDLE EAST MINDSET

¶Glorification of the Past

¶Victimization Mentality

¶Extreme Passion & the Absence of a Spirit of Compromise

¶Martyrdom & Violence

¶Blindness to unpleasant realities

¶Conspiracy Mentality

ǒComfortable with CONTRADICTIONS
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Cultural Differences

ñIn law school we learned that the English Parliament can do anything 
except make a male into a female and a female into a male.  Now it can 
do that too.  In contrast, according to the Islamic view, no one ïthe 
nation cannot, 1,200,000,000 Muslims cannot- make the forbidden 
permissibleé[In Islam] punishments have been set, and no matter what 
we say, the West will see them as barbaric and primitive.  According to 
the Western view, flogging is illogical.  Execution is unacceptable, and the 
same goes for amputating hands and stoning.  These are things that in 
Muslim eyes are at the core of the Islamic faith.  For this reason, there is 
a genuine cultural gap that cannot be bridged by hiring the services of a 
PR company.ò  

-- Saudi Ambassador to Great Britain, Ghazi Al-Qussaibi,

Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, London, June 13, 2002
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