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Africa at a Glance

Source: Worldatlas.com

• 54 countries

• Sahara Desert: largest hot desert in the world (size of 

U.S.)

• South Sudan: world’s newest country (2011)

• Nile : 4,132 mi. – longest river in the world

• Nigeria: most populous country on the continent (186 

million)
• 1 billion people today; 2 billion by 2050
• Youthful population: 44% under 15; less than 3% over 65
• Average life expectancy is approximately 59 years (ADB)
• Great wealth & poverty: 75% of the population lives on 

less than $2 a day; but there are 29 Africans on FORBES’ 
list (more than half from Egypt and South Africa).

• Minerals: 
80% of platinum        52% of cobalt
37% of chromium      35% of manganese
55% of diamonds      10% of proven oil reserves



Africa’s Colonial Legacies

Source: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

Consequences of colonial 
relationships:

• Languages
• Legal traditions
• Trade relationships
• Military interventions
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Elections in Africa in 2019
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Most Important Problems in Africa
(Afrobarometer Survey 2016-2018)
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Source: Internal Displacement Monitoring Center
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Fastest Growing Youth Population
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Source: United Nations Populations Division, World Population Prospects: The 2017 Revision

Rate of growth for 15-24 year olds between 2000 and 2030
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Rapid Urbanization
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Data Source: UN-Habitat

AFRICAN CITIES WITH THE LARGEST RATE OF GROWTH BETWEEN 1995 AND 2025

Source: “From Urban Fragility to Urban Fragility, Africa Security Brief n. 35, June 2018.
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