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Africa at a Glance

Source: Worldatlas.com

• 54 countries
• Sahara Desert: largest hot desert in the world (size of 

U.S.)
• South Sudan: world’s newest country (2011)
• Nile : 4,132 mi. – longest river in the world
• Nigeria: most populous country on the continent (206 

million)
• 1.6 billion people today; 2.5 billion by 2050
• Youthful population: 44% under 15; less than 3% over 65
• Average life expectancy is approximately 59 years (ADB)
• Great wealth & poverty: 75% of the population lives on 

less than $2 a day but mineral wealth with: 
 

 80% of platinum        52% of cobalt
 37% of chromium      35% of manganese
 55% of diamonds      10% of proven oil reserves



Africa’s Colonial Legacies

Source: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

Consequences of 
colonial relationships:

• Languages
• Legal traditions
• Trade relationships
• Military 

interventions
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About the Africa Center for
Strategic Studies
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• The Africa Center is a U. S. Department of Defense institution 
established and funded by Congress for the study of security issues 
relating to Africa and serving as a forum for bilateral and multilateral 
research, communication, exchange of ideas, and training involving 
military and civilian participants. (10 U.S.C 342)

• Our vision: Security for all Africans championed by effective institutions 
accountable to their citizens.

• Our mission: Security for all Africans championed by effective institutions 
accountable to their citizens.

• Please visit our website : africacenter.org , where our publications (short 
analytical articles, infographics, and research publications) are available. 

• Our Youtube channel has videos of our events.

https://africacenter.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/Africacenterorg


www.africacenter.org
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